Et tu, America?
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Ten years of a senseless fruitless war in Afghanistan hasn’t taught America anything. Successful diplomacy requires tact, which was sorely missing in Admiral Mike Mullen’s statement before a US Senate Panel where he claimed that Pakistan was exporting terror into Afghanistan through the ISI backed Haqqani Network spread across Pakistan’s tribal belt. Accusing Pakistan of double dealing at such an important juncture in the ‘War on Terror’, is a sure fire way of losing an important ally. Pakistani military and civilian top brass have already expressed their extreme reservations at such allegations.
America has a habit of discarding its allies once they have served their purpose; we have already established that from history. So Admiral Mullen’s allegations against Pakistan, come as no surprise, Pakistan has been accused of playing the double game throughout it’s decade long “Strategic Partnership” with America. The criticism from American authorities regarding Pakistan’s methods of handling its “little” terrorism problem has grown steadily harsher in the wake of the Osama Bin Laden debacle. However, recently the Haqqani Network of militants is emerging as the only scapegoat America is willing to blame for its own failure in successfully dealing with the Taliban in Afghanistan. Add Pakistan to the whole mix and President Obama has a successful face saving strategy to cover up his mistakes in Afghanistan.
The war has entered its second decade and a solution to the terrorism problem is nowhere in sight. President Obama’s election to office was based on his promise to end the war. Now at the end of his term in office the war is still going strong. The American administration’s frustration at failure in dealing with an insurgent group like Taliban and the blow to their prestige as a super power is evident in Admiral Mullen’s statements. Patience with allies like Pakistan, who have to look after their own interests, runs thinner, the longer the war drags out.
What America fails to realize is that this is Pakistan’s war too, and Pakistan is doing everything it can to get out of the quagmire that this war has become. The colossal strain on Pakistan’s economy because of the war far exceeds the insignificant aid that America has given it. For every soldier America has lost, Pakistan has lost three. 30,000 dead and counting is not a reassuring number for a supposedly close ally that is stabbing America in the back. Obama’s ‘Af-Pak‘ policy has already reduced Pakistan to its western border only, believing the rest of the country to be of no consequence. Alliances are formed for the mutual benefit of allies and not because one partner has the power and might to force the other partner to do its bidding. In the case of Pakistan and America that is exactly the case. Since the beginning of the war, America has used its high handed tactics to keep Pakistan in line. Drone attacks in Pakistan’s tribal belt are an apt example of this. Despite the protests from the Pakistani government as well as public, the drone attacks are still very much happening. Pakistan has accepted them under the dictum of ‘Might is right’, even though they are a serious violation of Pakistan’s territorial integrity. But an organized attack on North Waziristan with the intention of wiping out the Haqqani network is unacceptable. America will be the loser in this scenario and any other such picture because it would lose a valuable ally. There is only so much Pakistan is willing to accept and getting invaded by an ally is not amongst those things. Pakistan has already lost much international credibility and breaking off the partnership with US will not faze it much. However for the US, loss of Pakistan’s cooperation in the war will be a disaster story. Pakistan has contained many terrorist groups within its territory and launched numerous operations against such organizations in tribal and urban areas. Losing Pakistan’s cooperation at this point in time means a regeneration of the terror that these terrorist groups caused.
It’s an understood fact that the 2250 km long border between Pakistan and Afghanistan is guarded by Pakistani security agencies on the Pakistani side of the border. However, it is very important to note that the other side is and should be vigilantly guarded by the NATO/ American and Afghan troops. If Pakistan is harboring Haqqani terrorist group which is infiltrating Afghanistan to subverse the US/NATO efforts as well as playing with the peace of Afghanistan, the question arises as to why the NATO/US security forces are not stopping them from doing so? Why have they failed to contain terrorist infiltration into Afghanistan? The answer to this is as simple as it is obvious, there does not exist any Haqqani group at all in North Waziristan and any of such groups are operating inside Afghanistan. But to cover their failure, the US and Afghan administration are blaming Pakistan. Secondly, 2250 km is a lot of ground to cover and the manpower required to guard the whole border will take up all of the NATO/ American and Pakistani forces. It is a physically impossible feat and blaming Pakistan for it is downright silly.
Say hypothetically that Pakistan IS supporting insurgents against America in Afghanistan, America cannot deny that there are groups in Afghanistan that are operating against Pakistan. A fine example of this is the terrorist attack in Chitral on the 29th of August, where hundreds of militants entered Chitral from the volatile Afghan province of Kunar and attacked eight security check posts, killing 47 security personnel. The question is how they managed to return without being apprehended by the NATO or Afghani security personnel, since the border area is heavily guarded in this region by them. Accusations in this regard can be a double edged sword, they can run both ways. Pakistan can accuse NATO and Afghanistan of harboring terrorists against it. However the futility of making such accusations is apparent to the Pakistani administration as they will accomplish nothing and defeat the purpose of a healthy partnership.
At one end the US administration is negotiating with the Taliban. Its no secret that the former Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani was assigned the duty to negotiate the warring parties including and especially the Taliban. He was given this task by the US administration. However, the dichotomy of the situation is that the US Admiral Mike Mullan was/is urging Pakistan to eliminate the Haqqani group which is the back bone of the Taliban. One feels that the US administration is following a very confused policy for which they themselves are not clear about. 
The US propaganda machinery is working overtime in making Pakistan out to be the bad guy in the whole scenario because America has finally accepted that the only way it can end this war, remotely on its terms, is through negotiating with the Taliban. International support for the war has been slipping steadily for the past few years and America is visibly struggling, what with the debt crisis and anti-war sentiment growing in the country. The US’ belief that the Haqqani network is the only barrier to successful negotiations with the Taliban and that Pakistan is backing the network’s nefarious activities because it does not want the war to end, is completely misplaced. Pakistan has suffered enough at the hands of these organizations and any links that the ISI has to the Haqqani network are a normal part of intelligence gathering as the Pakistan army has clarified.
This is the high time that the Pakistani administration give realization to the US that their global agenda of containing terror and the US enemies in the region are directly linked with the Pakistan’s regional agenda-containing the growing influence of India in Afghanistan.The irony of fate is that the US is accommodating Indians in Afghanistan a lot which is disturbing for the defense of Pakistan. Pakistan is sharing hostile eastern borders with India. And after the US departure in 2014, if India builds its stakes in Afghanistan and keeps a strong influence upon the Afghan administration as can be perceived from president Karzai’s tilt towards India, Pakistan will be a sandwich between the Eastern borders and the western borders controlled by India. This will be a suicidal situation which must be curtailed before it turns into a realization. It can only be curtailed once US understand Pakistan’s regional sensitivities.  
America needs to understand that the war of words between the two states is damaging their chances of successfully working out a solution to the problem of terrorism in the region. Strong arming Pakistan into subservience is not a workable solution. America cannot afford another war on its hands and it cannot afford to lose Pakistan’s assistance. Threatening Pakistan in this situation is not helping its cause. It is time to honour the alliance with Pakistan rather then turning it into an adversary.
