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BENY

Business idioms

Business English

The term idiom is derived from Greek Idiois, meaning own, and is used to describe the forms of expression peculiar to a language.

‘To carry out’ may be taken as an example. It means to carry something out (of a room perhaps) but idiomatically it means to see that something is done, as we, say ‘to carry out a Survey, which simply means to do a survey.

The meaning of an idiomatic phrase is sometimes veiled in a metaphor. Thus when tell a person to hold his tongue, we do not mean he should take literally hold of his tongue; it is a metaphor from holding a horse by the bit and is figurative way of telling him to be silent.

Idiom is expressive of the living speech of a people. It is the life-blood of the language, vigorous and vital as compared to the dry bones of grammar.

You may laugh in your sleeve, but not in your pocket or collar.
Every Tom, Dick and Harry, but not Every Bush, Clinton and Tony.
Idiom denotes a peculiarity in the general structure of a language. Thus English Idiom is different from Urdu idiom. If a Pakistani student wished to indicate that the bench on which he sat was full, he would say;

in Urdu, Yaha Jagah Nahee Hay.

Putting the remark in English he is apt to say; There is no place here’ whereas he ought to say: ‘There is no room here’ room is the English word, which in this sentence idiomatically corresponds to the Urdu Word Jagah.

Corporate Idioms

For better or worse, the workplace is full of idioms.
· People begin a project.
They “get a project off the ground.”
· They call each other to discuss progress.
They “touch base.”
· Later, if the project is not going well, they end it.
They “pull the plug.”
So, here are some idioms you're very likely to encounter in the workplace…
Guess the Meaning from the Context

When demand was down, U.S. automakers had to bite the bullet and cut jobs.
bite the bullet means
· to make a difficult or painful decision; to take a difficult step
? What is the origin of the idiom?
This idiom comes from the military. During the Civil War, doctors ran out of whiskey for killing the pain. A bullet would be put in the wounded soldier's mouth during surgery to keep him quiet so the doctor could work in peace.
Ridly Scott earned a lot of fame by his movie ‘Body of Lies’. It was a real blockbuster.
· Blockbuster Means a big success; a huge hit

 What is the origin of the idiom?
Comes from the blockbuster bombs used during World War Two by the British Royal Air Force. They were huge and created a large explosive force. Blockbuster ideas similarly create a big impact.
With strong sales every year and a great brand name, Mercedes is a cash cow for DaimlerChrysler.
Cash cow means
· a product, service etc. generating a lot of cash for the company, without requiring much investment
6) You want to climb the corporate ladder? It helps to be productive and to look good in front of your boss.
Climb the corporate ladder means
· advance in one's career; the process of getting promoted  to senior management
Your company fired you shortly after you had a heart attack? Well, it's certainly a dog-eat-dog world!
Dog-eat-dog world means
· a cruel and aggressive world in which people just look out for themselves.

What is the origin of the idiom?
This expression dates back to the 1500's. Wild dogs were
observed fighting aggressively over a piece of food. The
people, like dogs, often compete aggressively to get what
they want.
Enron executives finally had to face the music and admit that they were involved in some illegal activities.

Face the music means
· to admit that there's a problem; to deal with an unpleasant situation
About our new project. Remember: mum's the word!
Mum´s the word means
· let's keep quiet about this; I agree not to tell anyone about this
!!!nothing to do with mothers!!!

Martin finally had enough of Todd's negative attitude. "Shape up or ship out!" he told Todd.
Shape up or ship out means
· improve your behavior or leave; improve your performance or you're gonna get fired
? What is the origin of the idiom?
This expression was first used in the U.S. military
during World War Two, meaning: you'd better
follow regulations ("shape up"), or you're going to
be sent overseas to a war zone ("ship out").
) When preparing financial statements, accuracy is very important. Be sure to dot your i's and cross your t's.
dot your i's and cross your t's means
· to be very careful; to pay attention to details
Sales have been very slow lately. Do you have any ideas for drumming up business?
to drum up means
· to find new customers, to create new business opportunities
Carlos turned down the project, explaining that he already had a lot on his plate.
to have a lot on one´s plate means
· to have too much to do; to have too much to cope with.

Car salesmen are famous for using the hard sell on their customers.
Hard sell means
· an aggressive way of selling
The company jumped the gun by releasing a new product before the results of the consumer testing were in.
To jump the gun means
· to start doing something too soon or ahead of everybody else

What is the origin of this idiom?
A runner "jumps the gun" if he or she starts running before the starter's pistol has been fired.
It's true that I don't know him well, but my gut tells me that James is the right person for the sales director position.
My gut tells me means
· I have a strong feeling that;
my intuition tells me

I know it's difficult going to in Ramadan, but just keep your eye on the prize. At the end of next year, you'll have your BBA.
to keep your eye on the prize means
· to stay focused on the end result; to not let small problems get in the way of good results
It's your fault. Don't try to pass the buck!
to pass the buck means
· to shift the blame; to blame somebody else

What is the origin?
This expression comes from the world of poker. In the nineteenth century, a knife with a buckhorn handle (the "buck") was passed to the next dealer when it was his turn to give out the cards.
After the lay-offs and salary cuts, the airline president organized a meeting to rally the troops and plan for the next year.
to rally the troops means
· to motivate others; to get other people excited about doing something.
What is the origin?
The verb "to rally" has several definitions, but in this case means to "call together for a common goal or purpose." Troops is an informal way of describing a group of employees. The term comes from the military - a troop is a military unit.
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